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Paint it black... 

Marco Simoncelli lays a black line around one of 
the many curves of the Sachsenring. The Italian 
actually kept out of the news in Germany and 
repeated his sixth place finish from 2010. The 
lanky Honda rider had won the 250cc class there 
in 2008 and 2009 but heaving the RC212V around 
the undulating layout was obviously a tougher job., 
for the Bridgestones as well... 

Photo by Honda Pro Images 
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MX2 Roc-ing 

Ken Roczen picked up four MX2 victories in five 
weeks from the visits to Spain, Sweden, Germany 
and Latvia and is on the crest of momentum to¬ 
wards world championship destiny before the AMA 
calls for 2012. This shot by Ray Archer was done in 
practice for last weekend’s tenth round at Kegums 
and is a typical display of the seventeen year old’s 
level of confidence.. .Photo by Ray Archer 









AMA-MX 


Lucky escape... 

Where did he go? A long way up and down’ is the 
answer to those who weren’t at Millville to witness 
Chad Reed’s phenomenal crash from a nasty 
kicker on a jump take-off. Incredibly Reed, who 
had won the first moto at Spring Creek, was able to 
remount and finish 14th. The video shows the scary 
get-off and the sheer amount of people who have 
marvelled at the footage since last Saturday... 

Photo by Steve Cox 










By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 










T he paddock at Kegums runs beneath a 
hefty set of crackling electricity cables 
and it was almost as if this presence super¬ 
charged the Red Bull Teka KTM team. The 
Austrians claimed both MX1 and MX2 classes 
for the third time this season. Tony Cairoli and 
Ken Roczen posted perfect 1-1 scores in the 


motos for an undisputed clear-up. 

Round ten brought an end to a stint that in¬ 
volved seven heavy weeks of racing with six 
events ranging from Portugal to Sweden to the 
east of Europe and the stats after Latvia were 
looking impressive for works ‘orange’ crew. 
Cairoli dispensed with the role of being 'the 









pursuer’ in recent Grands Prix and this time 
led from start to finish in both races with only 
Monster Energy Yamaha’s Steven Frossard for 
company. It means the defending number one 
has a 42 point cushion behind his red plate 
with just 250 left to win from trips to Belgium, 
Czech Republic, Great Britain, Germany and 


Italy. The margin is hardly surprising consider¬ 
ing that Cairoli has now racked up eighth po- 
diums in 2011 and neither Frossard, Rockstar 
Suzuki’s Clement Desalle, Honda World Mo- 
tocross’ Evgeny Bobryshev or team-mate Max 
Nagl have been able to match his consistency. 
After his first ‘double’ of the year Cairoli non- 








Jeffrey Herlings lost in a 
duel with his team-mate 
Roczen but his first race 
performance was poetry 


Cairoli was made to work across one of the 
strangest tracks of the campaign. A shifting 
layout of fine, sand soil, packed hard by good 
weather was eventually chiselled into a rough 
series of sharp bumps and grooves. It seemed 
there was a good deal more labour for the 
mechanics and suspension technicians over 


chalantly admitted that he still has more speed 
to find and that he is getting better ‘week upon 
week’; wonderful news for his rivals no doubt. 
The Sicilian appears to have found his mojo 
after an early season knee tweak and said he is 
motivated and having fun on the 350SX-F. 

It appears that the MX1 is in a vice-grip, but 






















Rui Goncalves has been 
quietly impressive on the 
works Honda in his first 
season riding a 450 in MX1 


the weekend. The riders meanwhile had fresh 
groups of callouses and blisters to show for 
their bar-clinging as the terrain wanted to 
pitch them every direction but forward when 
pushing at high speed. Cairoli’s nemesis on 
this occasion - Frossard - ploughed forward 
after weathering some arm-pump in the first 


moto to collide with Desalle (leaving the Bel¬ 
gian on the floor) and hound the KTM through 
a gaggle of backmarkers and right to the flag. 
It says something about the 2011 term that 
the gap of 0.3 seconds at the flag between 
the pair was not the first time we’ve witnessed 
a climax so tight. 
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Clement Desalle only just keeps 
ahead of Evgeny Bobryshev 


MaxNagl consults with his KTM 
team to try and find a way back' 
to tha pj|ftum he has missed 
since round three 
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Elsewhere in MX1 Evgeny Bobryshev was 
able to continue his charm offensive in press 
conferences (on Saturday he said the reaction 
to his victory in Germany the previous week 
was a bout of merriment by his father, ‘I think 
he is still drinking’ he joked) thanks to his 
fifth podium of the year and firm establish¬ 


ment of his credentials as an MX1 contender 
in the wake of a successful test by the factory 
Honda squad. His team-mate Rui Goncalves 
was also impressive in fourth overall, so much 
so that he is rumoured to have sealed another 
year of riding the red machinery in 2012. 
Desalle’s miserable month of July continued 














Tommy Searle commented that his : 
hands hurt so much on the sighting 
lap of the second moto that he was 
dreading the race. He still picked up 
his seventh podium of the year and 
said he’d ride a 450 for Team GBR 
at the Nations 
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with eighth overall and more crashes while 
Frossard’s team-mate David Philippaerts was 
at his aggressive best to rise from outside the 
top ten to fifth in the second moto. 

Roczen has a tally equally as impressive as 
Cairoli’s but the constant presence of team¬ 
mate Jeffrey Herlings on the box means his 


lead stands at 27 points; just one moto ahead 
with ten remaining. The German was not the 
only rider to comment how hard the track was 
on the hands but felt confident enough on the 
surface to even let Herlings have a turn leading 
the second moto before easing ahead to stamp 
his fourteenth moto victory from a possible 






Bobryshev earned more silverware 
at the event that is closest to 
a home GP for the Russian. He 
admitted that he didn’t enjoy the 
heat. ‘My head felt like it was 
boiling and that someone had 
poured hot water into my boots.’ 


twenty. Herlings (recipient of a cut cheek after 
a ‘moment’ in practice had seen the Dutchman 
smash the bars with his head) had burned 
himself out slightly in a fantastic first moto 
performance in which he fell on the first cor¬ 
ner and flew back to third, making the most of 


the thin sandy texture of Kegums to challenge 
CLS Kawasaki’s Tommy Searle for second spot 
in the closing minutes. 

Searle and Max Anstie placed well in what 
was the British duo’s first visit to Latvia (it 
was only the third edition of the event) while 





Monster Energy Yamaha’s Gautier Paulin had 
a tough day to eighth overall with a set of tyre 
marks on his back to show from a heavy first 
moto tumble. 

The paddock packed up and exited Kegums in 
double-time but after nearly two months on 


the road many were keen to return to base and 
immediately start with practicing and testing 
for the waves of sand that await in Lommel, 
Belgium on July 31st. 








Power on. Another turbulent 
weekend for Clement Desalle 
and now a 42 point gap to 
Cairoli in the standings 


After a fourth place in the first moto, 
Arnaud Tonus was looking at the MX2 
podium until his rear wheel crumbled. 
It was the first time in seven years the 
Bike it Cosworth Wild Wolf Yamaha 
team had experienced the problem 

























KEGUMS KN0CK0U1 


By Adam Wheeler 


Z ach Osborne said the Kegums track was 
'world championship calibre’ and when it 
comes to visiting the remote Latvian circuit 
there are not many more pleasant stops on the 
calendar. The facility is good for spectators, 
teams and even press (full credit for the fastest 
internet line seen in recent memory). Apparent¬ 
ly scheduled deep in the holiday season, there 
was danger of a scant turn-out for the GP judg¬ 
ing by the attendance on Saturday but a decent 
smattering of people crowded the banks on 
race-day; still minor compared to the behemoth 
of public seen seven days earlier in Germany. 

KTM, Frossard, Herlings and the track were just 
a few subjects that prompted column inches 
from round ten but one of the crucial moments 
of Sunday involved Clement Desalle, and had 
an effect on the MX1 title chase with the Bel¬ 
gian slowly dropping out of numerical conten¬ 
tion with Cairoli. Frossard was heavily on the 
gas for two laps and was ahead of the Suzuki 
rider climbing the excellent uphill set of waves 
with both heading into the next corner side-by- 
side. It was the only part of the track I couldn’t 
see from my vantage point but I wasn’t sur¬ 


prised to witness just one rider emerge over 
the rise and back down towards the finish line. 
Frossard has been storing a little bit of ‘credit’ 
for Desalle after being the victim of some of 
his ‘racecraft’ earlier in the season. Desalle 
had played with Cairoli in the Saturday Qualifi¬ 
cation Heat with some blatant brake-checking 
and in the case of Frossard the on-track goad¬ 
ing of his rivals came back to bite him. There 
seemed to be a crafty twinkle in Frenchman’s 
eye when he described the clash after the first 
moto: ‘he tried to cut the line but I was ahead; 
it was not my fault.’ Desalle would fall again 
and then tangled with Bobryshev over the fin¬ 
ish line table top in the second moto; the colli¬ 
sion of motorcycles sending a chunky ‘crang!’ 
reverberating towards the pit-lane. 

Eighth overall and a 24 point loss to Cairoli 
led to a summary of his weekend with a sting¬ 
ing single word; ‘super’. The world champion 
wrapped up the 2010 title with two rounds to 
spare and the downside to Desalle’s struggle 
with shoulder and finger injury (and some ill- 
feeling from his peers) is that a similar out¬ 
come could occur. 





Monster Energy gets the 
squeeze on Red Bull... 


CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Steven Frossard, FRA 

Yamaha 

3 

Evgeny Bobryshev, RUS 

Honda 

4 

Rui Goncalves, POR 

Honda 

5 

David Philippaerts, ITA 

Yamaha 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after io of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

416 

2 

Name Rider 

374 

3 

Steven Frossard 

370 

4 

Evgeny Bobryshev 

334 

5 

Max Nagl 

311 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Ken Roczen, GER 

KTM 

2 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

3 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 

4 

Max Anstie, GBR 

Kawasaki 

5 

Zach Osborne, USA 

Yamaha 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after io of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Ken Roczen 

446 

2 

Jeffrey Herlings 

419 

3 

Tommy Searle 

370 

4 

Gautier Paulin 

343 

5 

Zach Osborne 

292 











































idS NEWS 


2012 GP CALENDAR 
BRINGS SURPRISES 


P ublication of the 2012 FIM provisional 
calendar raised as many eyebrows as it did 
questions. 

In a hit: sixteen events, a schedule running into 
October, two visits to both France and Holland, 
a two week stint in South America with Brazil 
(in the new venue of Beto Carrero) and Mexico 
(still unconfirmed in terms of location), a racing 
festival in the UK with all European and world 
racing classes (85s to Women), a return to the 
unlikely setting of La Baneza for Spain and the 
switch of the Motocross of Nations to a Septem¬ 
ber fixture that takes place two rounds before 
the end of the Grand Prix campaign. 

‘The goal is not to place the MXON between the 
14th and 15th rounds of the World Champion¬ 
ship, the goal is to make our World Champion¬ 
ship longer giving more time to teams, riders 
and staff to recover between one GP and an¬ 
other, also so that the World Championship is 
longer as all major sports start in March and 
finish in October or November,’ revealed Youth- 
stream President Giuseppe Luongo to OTOR. 


‘As it is now, the GP season is run over six 
months and all the staff work for twelve months, 
but the revenue is only for the six months of the 
GP season, so this gives difficulties in cover¬ 
ing the budget, for this reason we have to try to 
make the racing time during the year longer.’ 

'This race is the unique, the most popular and 
the greatest off-road event in the world, and it 
will be successful on any date,’ he believes. 

Another version of the 2012 listing will be pub¬ 
lished this October after the FIM congress when 
all motorcycle racing calendars are normally 
released. It is likely that the programme could 
undergo some alterations although the aim of 
slating three non-European events for ’12 hangs 
in the balance. 

Luongo says: ‘From now until October 2011 the 
provisional 2012 calendar may change several 
times. For sure we want to have overseas events 
and to have worldwide coverage with the events, 
but we are also tired of losing money overseas. 
For this our plan will continue but we will only 
go where we find strong partners and where we 
are very welcome - like Brazil for example.’ 
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AMA AND GRAND PRIX 
MEETING TO HAVE LEGS? 


T he recent demise of the U.S. Grand Prix 
that had found a temporary home for the 
last two years at the Glen Helen circuit in 
California has led to several musings among 
industry personnel concerning an American- 
based meeting that brings together the best of 
both the AMA and FIM series. It is clear that 
the FIM World Championship cannot realisti¬ 
cally exist across the Atlantic without the draw 
of the national teams and riders and with a 
already intensive seventeen round supercross 
and twelve round domestic competition the ad¬ 
dition of further races is undesirable. 

The scant crowd in San Bernardino this past 
May had already prompted some tongues wag¬ 
ging in the paddock during the same weekend 
as to how an event that constitutes a round of 
the world championship could somehow in¬ 
habit a place in the AMA contest. 

Even Pro Circuit’s Mitch Payton was voicing the 
suggestion that riders could race together and 


the points would be retained for their respec¬ 
tive categories. The amalgamation would be a 
defining moment in the sport. One aspect to 
help this occur is the assimilation of the techni¬ 
cal rulebooks (weight, fuel and noise) from 2012 
but an element ‘against’ is the fact that each 
championship carries different and individual 
sponsors. As Payton said at Glen Helen: 'peo¬ 
ple would have to check their egos’. MX Sports 
Davey Coombs chatted on the subject over the 
same weekend: ‘It is an interesting idea and it 
would have to be at one of our twelve tracks but 
it is possible now that we are working together.’ 

For his part Giuseppe Luongo commented 
exclusively to OTOR before the GP at Latvia: ‘At 
this stage what I feel is there are a lot of people 
saying that this is a great idea, but in reality 
nothing serious is moving. From our side we 
think it would be great and we are very inter¬ 
ested to do it, I also think Davey Coombs likes 
the idea but we have to work to see if it’s really 
feasible.’ 








SCOTT UNVEIL SERIES 
OF 2012 PRODUCTS 


F ormer racer and Motorsports Products & 
Sponsoring Manager Matt Lalloz, already 
an important figure at Scott for a few years, 
was on-hand at the Grand Prix of Germany to 
explain the new items that will soon be hitting 
shelves. Scott is an attractive company with a 
name in quality material, leading design and a 
cool but smart image that stretches pretty far 
into cycling and wintersports. 

For motocross, chief among the new line-up 
was a series of off-road neck braces (250, 450 
and Carbon Pro) - suiting different require¬ 
ments and levels of competition - and a curi¬ 
ous on-road unit for road-bike tourers. ‘We 
have three new neck braces for off-road, all a 
bit different from the Leatt model and top of 
the range is the pro carbon, complimenting 
these is a brace for on-road touring riders and 
this is an exciting new step for us,’ said Lalloz. 

i nere was ot course tne new 'ZbW and '40U' 
apparel (some samples seen below) and 350 
helmet. 


For me the most attractive element was the 
latest edition of a piece of kit with which Scott 
seems to be leading the way in terms of in¬ 
novation and excellence. Last year their Hustle 
goggles featured the patented Scott Fit System 
a quick and easy screw mechanism to tighten 
the eyewear to custom fit the user’s face. The 
evolution of this is the Tyrant, available to buy 
very soon. 

Lalloz: “Each person has a different face and 
we want our goggles to fit perfectly. The tyrant 
has three different positions for the nose guard 
in order to fit the helmet and complete the set¬ 
up ready for riding. Some of the best GP rac¬ 
ers around use our goggles like Desalle, Nagl, 
Searle, Anstie, Paulin and Tonus and we’ve had 
a lot of good comments about the details of 
these new models with the NoSweat foam and 
durability of the product. This really is the pin¬ 
nacle of goggles on the market today.” 

Check out the video below for an explanation 
of the 2011 Hustle and how the system works... 













Six-day Motorbike and 4x4 Adventures 
through the south-eastern Moroccan 
Sahara and Great Atlas Mountains 



SAHARA EXPERIENCE 



Combining adventure and comfort from the most impressive landscapes un¬ 
til the sultriness of the Arabic 1001 Nights. Riding hours through endless scen¬ 
ery, swimming in oases, magnificent dinners under endless starry skies, treat¬ 
ments in hamams and spending the night in tent camps around the campfire. 
Mail or call for more information, dates and prices. Next tour dates 8-16 October 



ride@saharaexperience.nl / +31-629556459 / www.saharaexperience.info 


SAHARA EXPERIENCE 




CHANGE FOR THE BETTER? 


By Adam Wheeler 

A round this time of the season changes for 
the coming year begin to appear. Whether 
the rumours of a surprise rider acquisition for 
a team turn out to be true or a manufacturer 
starts to introduce new racing technology, there 
are always a few signs of what might be seen in 
the paddock of the near future. Where that pad- 
dock might actually be is another matter that 
can be deduced. 

The release of the provisional 2012 FIM Moto- 
cross World Championship schedule was per¬ 
haps an ambitious piece of information made 
public; particularly with the propensity for 
date and venue switches that can occur even 
deep into the off-season winter period. 


Grand Prix and another continent on the list I 
would have been more creditable for the series. 

it is perhaps the elongation of the calendar and 
the placement of the Motocross of Nations that 
has caused most the most consternation. The 
AMA series will be done by the time the '12 Na¬ 
tions comes around but there will be a handful 
of other riders perhaps anxious not to overdo 
their efforts in the Lommel sand when the Bul¬ 
garian Grand Prix awaits two weeks later. 

...that the Nations date 
shift does not lose the 
potential for magic 



The published list might be a signal of intention 
rather than a stone-cast verdict of where the 
sport is heading but several issues do spring 
forth. 

Four races in France and Holland clearly tap 
into two current hotspots of European moto¬ 
cross (in the same way that Germany are host¬ 
ing two rounds in 2011) but these extra meet¬ 
ings push the total of events up to sixteen and 
slightly closer to Youthstream’s goal of a eight¬ 
een race series. The extra fixture for the teams 
is combined with a two-week trip into a South 
American ‘unknown’ with Brazil changing venue 
once more and Mexico still to take on anything 
more meaningful than simply a reservation of a 
block of space on the calendar. 

The original desired goal of the promoters for 
a third flyaway for 2012 could be difficult after 
the (expected and sad) omission of the U.S. 


Sitting in the press room in Latvia late Saturday 
night, writing this and waiting for some col¬ 
leagues to finish their latest ‘Girls of Motocross’ 
assignment, it is hard not to be distracted by 
the fuzzy webcast picture of Chad Reed blaz¬ 
ing the AMA field again at Millville (before his 
immense get-off, the video of which has spread 
faster than a viral marketing tool and can be 
seen at the beginning of the magazine). 

Probably the best race I’ve seen in eleven full 
years of covering GP motocross was the Cairoli- 
Reed battle at Franciacorta in 2009. World 
Champion vs AMA Champion and the pair were 
not separated by more than a second for the 
entire moto. It was tense and awe-inspiring and 
something that can only be seen at the Nations. 

I just hope the shift of the traditional curtain- 
closer on what will be its 66th edition does not 
lose any of that potential for magic. 
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By Adam Wheeler 






























T he development of electronics in motocross 
has taken vast strides since the first fuel 
injected four-strokes started to appear in the 
gate during the middle of the last decade. Now 
virtually every motorcycle in the premier MX1 
category carries ‘FI’. 

Manipulation of an engine’s behaviour became 
an easier process through fuel injection and 
arrived to a stage of sophistication thanks 
to engine mapping and evolution of the ECU 
(Electronic Control Unit; the internal comput¬ 
er). It has reached a point where a four-stroke 
GP or AMA bike can be fettled with a session 
of analysis, a cable and the tap of a keyboard. 
More than perhaps any other motorcycle 
racing sport, motocross places a far heavier 
emphasis on the rider compared to the tech¬ 
nology beneath him but now electronics are 
starting to eat away at just a little bit of that 
ratio. Here is a guide to how, why and who... 

The role electronics plays over a race weekend... 

‘At the moment data logging is ever-present 
and we record everything all weekend,’ ex¬ 
plains Roy Matheson, Rockstar Energy Suzuki 
World MXl’s FI Technician (who works on RM- 
Z450s of Clement Desalle and Steve Ramon). 

'If a rider says he is having a problem on one 
section or corner of the track then I can go ex¬ 
actly to that point and look at what is happen¬ 
ing like RPM, throttle position, gear position 
and see how the rider is using the bike. We 
can then make some changes to the ECU to try 


and help. With the GPS we can see where the 
rider is on every lap and every corner. The ECU 
controls a lot of different things to do with the 
‘rideabiIity’ of the engine and virtually all bikes 
have some sort of ‘rideabi I ity’ control.’ 

Who are GET and what have they done? 

The small GET sticker found on at least four 
factory bikes in the FIM Motocross World 
Championship is that of the Italian electronic 
company from Vicenza. Over the past two years 
the firm have been expanding on their compre¬ 
hensive data logging services (which they pro¬ 
vide to Suzuki) and in conjunction with Paolo 
Martin’s Honda World Motocross Team and the 
University of Padova in Italy have progressed 
with a GPA Power control system (Get Power 
Assistance). GPA was announced to the world 
at the end of last year. Testing started with the 






‘The throttle and its position is 
the first feedback a rider gets 
from a bike. If you start to slide 
the unit works out that you need 
less power.’ 


boys during the winter and is currently used 
in Grand Prix racing by the Monster Energy 
Yamaha team and Honda World Motocross (on 
their MX2 CRF250R). It is believed the Red 
Bull Teka KTM team will use it for the 2012 
season after running out of time to test for the 
2011 campaign. In the meantime GET have 
been busy in supercross and James Stewart, 
Chad Reed and the Pro Circuit race team have 
committed to the concept. 

GPA is the next frontier... 

‘We analysed data and recordings for one 
year to try and understand what is happening 
with the bike in motocross and what the rider 
exactly wants to do; what he wants from the 
engine,’ says GET Track Engineer Enrico Eger. 
The throttle and its position is the first feed¬ 
back the rider gets from the bike and we look 
at the readings and try to define if the power 
the rider has at one specific moment is OK or 
he needs a bit more; we then try to reduce the 
‘exaggeration’ of the bike. The goal is to have 
even-power all around the track.’ 


But GPA... 

...’is not traction control,’ Eger asserts. 

‘The difference is that traction control needs 
a speed sensor and it is not possible to 
apply this to motocross. The rear wheel is 
spinning a lot but, for example, the front 
wheel can stop over a jump and if you have 
traction control then the engine would react 
in a way that would not be good at all for the 
rider. If the bike starts to slide the unit works 
out that you need less power and makes a 
small ‘cut’ to make it more manageable. In 
this way the rider does not have problems 
over the jump because he might need the gas 
to balance the bike. The GPA knows this and 
doesn’t engage.’ 

What happens exactly? 

‘You are given less power in the corner by 
the engine but the bike is more controllable,’ 
says Marcus Pereira de Freitas, Honda World 
Motocross Team’s Chief Mechanic. ‘You can 
open the gas sooner. It will slide less and be a 
bit more predictable. You can play more with 









the gas and trust the bike more on a greasy 
corner. The whole curve is good and always 
smooth.’ 

The advantages are clear... 

‘GPA can create a different feeling on the bike 
and improve it for the rider. It is a big step,’ 
saya Eger. ‘We knew from our work in the su¬ 
percross championship this year and now also 
in GP that it is a very personal thing. GPA is a 
tool but it is not the same for every rider and 
each one needs a different setting. The rider 
also needs to learn about the possibilities. 
Some only need two laps to feel it out and 
others need more time to understand because 
it can lead to a change in the riding style with 
a different feeling on the bike. 

Normally the reactions from the riders have 
been very positive and I’ve yet to find one 
rider who doesn’t like it. Mainly it is the older 
riders who need more time and this is not a 
surprise if they are used to what they will get 
from a throttle after twenty years. It is about 
re-learning.’ 


GPA was engineered in Europe but AMA 
Supercross was the ‘guinea-pig’... 

‘When we started working with the GP teams 
it was last November/December,’ continues 
Eger. ‘When we designed GPA it was for 
motocross but we tried it in supercross. 

We were wondering how it would be because 
the tracks are different and the engines are 
different but afterwards we discovered great 
results. In the beginning we weren’t sure that 
it would be OK for the U.S. but it worked. We 
had three teams; Yamaha with Stewart and 
Regal and then Pro Circuit and their MX2 
bikes - who are now our leaders in America 
for commercial where as Yamaha is purely 
for the racing department - and we also 
linked with Chad Reed’s TwoTwo Motorsport. 
Stewart was crazy about the system when 
he first tried it and didn’t want to take it off 
the bike. I think he needed two corners to 
decide and understand what the bike was 
doing. He wanted it immediately and pushed 
very hard for GPA.’ 








MX1 Grand Prix rookie of the season and 
double winner in 2011, Monster Energy Yama¬ 
ha’s Steven Frossard, is one of the converts... 
the Frenchman has shone on the hard-pack of 
Bulgaria, Brazil, France, Spain and Sweden... 
Frossard: ‘I tried it two months ago and I found 
that it was very good on the hard-pack tracks. 

I noticed a lot of difference on the slippery 
corners. I tried the top setting, I think it was on 
number 8 with 10 being the maximum, and the 
bike just went ‘whurrr’ and didn’t go anywhere 
when I opened the gas! I have been using it 
between 2-4 and at all the GPs. While it gives 
me confidence on the bike I don’t think it is es¬ 
sential. I rode perfectly fine in the Italian cham¬ 
pionship at the start of the year without it.’ 

It is clear that they ‘could’, but the ques¬ 
tion is whether they ‘should . ...on whether 
electronics will start to eat away at the rider 
input for motocross... 

Roy Matheson: ‘At the end of the two-stroke 
era the bikes were getting pretty good and the 


steps were very small in terms of improve¬ 
ment. With the four-strokes each initial step 
was quite big but now the same pattern is 
happening. The next area was fuel injection 
and we are at the stage with the factory bikes 
now where the steps are becoming smaller 
again. The changes are reducing each year 
but they are still things that help the rider.’ 
‘People will work on it. The whole engine now 
is controlled by the ECU but there are plenty 
of different ways to make the engine more 
rideable. One way of doing it is by retaining 
the ignition a little bit, that is probably the 
most common way but there are others.’ 

‘I don’t think electronics will influence the 
sport too much. The rider-motorcycle percen¬ 
tage is still so much in the favour of the rider 
when it comes to motocross. The electro¬ 
nics side is a small fraction of what already 
is a small part of any success, compared to 
road racing. Having said that, at the front of a 
Grand Prix any extra assistance you can give 
the rider is a gain.’ Frossard: ‘I think it is pos- 









‘Philippaerts: In the beginning it 
was a little bit strange because my 
style is aggressive but it is a good 
step for motocross and the sport 
will go in this direction 


What about assisting in the reduction of noise? 

Matheson: ‘Yes, it is all linked together. It 
starts with intake and it goes to the design of 
the combustion area and the electronics and 
of course the exhaust system in the end. It all 
fits together so it has a role to play.’ 


On GET becoming a powerhouse of the race 
paddock... 

This is possible especially if the relationship 
with the factory Yamaha, KTM and Honda 
teams continue to bloom although some 
manufacturers are obviously going to find 
their own strand of GPA. It’s the usual case of 
someone innovating and the rest jumping on 
the same wagon. GPA is expected to hit the 
market for consumers from November. ‘We 
have freedom to develop from Honda but we 
have a good feeling with the HGA ECU and 
I wouldn’t be surprised if HGA do not come 
up with something similar, ‘ says Pereira de 
Freitas ‘Japan thinks it will be quite easy to 
develop the electronics.’ 


sible to go further with electronics but maybe 
it is not the direction we want to go in.’ 


The MX1 World Champion is a fan of GPA... 

Tony Cairoli: 'I tried it and its new stuff. We 
need to develop it and work with it but it is 
very interesting for me. I don’t think it is the 
right time for me to use it in the races but for 
sure next year we have the opportunity to use 
this thing. It helps a lot with traction on hard- 
pack but wont be much use on sand where 
you need a lot of power.’ 


Will electronics push up the cost of bikes and 
racing? 

Matheson: ‘I don’t think so. The whole idea 
of it is that the adjustment of a standard bike 
is easier and done in one shot. The perfor¬ 
mance should be better and more consistent. 
It gives more value to the user.’ Pereira de 
Freitas: ‘I don’t think it will be more expen¬ 
sive. It is just a high quality upgrade for rid¬ 
ers and racers.’ 










MotoGP eni motorr AD GRAND PR I 

SACHSENRING ■ JULY 17TH ■ ROUND 9 OF 18 

MotoGP winner: Dani Pedrosa, Honda 
Moto2 winner: Marc Marquez, Suter 
125cc winner: Hector Faubel, Aprilia 




A sell-out weekend crowd of 230,000 fans 
enjoyed the most entertaining Grand Prix of 
the MotoGP season so far at Sachsenring, with 
two crash-strewn days of practice and a stun¬ 
ning race that saw the latest remarkable return- 
to-form of Daniel Pedrosa. 


A notoriously tight and twisty track more suited 
to go-karts than 240bhp motorcycles, The Ring’ 
always provides drama - from the blind, sweep¬ 
ing fifth gear downhill right hander that claimed 
Pedrosa, Casey Stoner, Valentino Rossi and 
Marco Simoncelli, amongst others, as victims 
over the weekend, to the steep uphill double 
left into the home straight that has encouraged 
some of the closest finishes the sport has ever 
seen. 


The winning margin at Sachsenring was less 
than a second every year from 2002 to 2006, 
including an unforgettable finish in 2004 when 
Sete Gibernau made a last corner lunge on 
Valentino Rossi to win by just 0.060 seconds, 
whilst 2009 saw Rossi beat Jorge Lorenzo by 
just 0.099. 









favour of Hector Faubel thanks to his best lap¬ 
time, which was 0.269 seconds quicker than Jo¬ 
han Zarco’s, after the Spaniard and the French¬ 
man finished in a dead-heat. 

Victory in the MotoGP race was much more cut 
and dried thanks to the incredible physical fit¬ 


ness, mental resilience and mercurial talent of 
Pedrosa. In only his second meeting back after 
missing four rounds through injury the Spaniard 
clocked a lap record of 1’21.846 at exactly two- 
thirds distance, moving into the lead and then 
securing the spoils with a relentless late surge 






A seventh place finish for 
Bautista and this shot shows the 
depth of climb and drop that can 
be found at the Sachsenring 


of seven laps below 1’22.3 that left Stoner and 
Lorenzo grasping at thin air. 

Mystery still surrounds the exact circumstances 
of why Pedrosa took six weeks to return from 
a broken collarbone when Colin Edwards and 
Cal Crutchlow managed to do so in a matter of 


days but it is clear the time has been well spent 
getting himself in prime physical condition. The 
surly Spaniard once again showed that he pre¬ 
fers to do his talking on the track and it’s fair to 
say that whilst he might not speak often enough, 
when he does he always makes a big statement. 












Rossi claims he is riding as hard and 
as fast as ever...just not for victory. A 
huge crowd at an overcast Germany 
witnessed his latest efforts at a track 
where he has won five GPs 









Twisty, twisty. The short 
course in Germany is 
a unique layout for the 
Grand Prix elite 
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Cal Crutchlow finished three 
places from the back and 
complained of a lack of grip in 
his first visit to the Sachsenring 
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CAPI ON THE VERGE 


oris Capirossi looks likely to announce 
his retirement after the summer break at 
Brno, following a disastrous start to the 2011 
season on the satellite Pramac Ducati. The 
38-year-old has enjoyed a stellar career en¬ 
compassing the 125cc and 250cc world titles 
as well as nine premier-class wins on 500cc, 
990cc and 800cc machinery. 

Loris remains convinced he has the ability and 
fitness to be competitive in MotoGP but he 
has not stood on the podium for three years 
and with a new flux of emerging Italian tal¬ 
ent he no longer has the commercial pull to 
attract the big sponsors. A run of crashes and 
injuries, the latest ruling him out of the last two 
rounds and possibly Laguna Seca, have now 


forced him to seriously consider his future. 

“Honestly at this moment I don’t know what I 
want to do next year,” said Capirossi on Sun¬ 
day morning. “My feeling is still really good 
and I still enjoy when I ride the bike but I 
don’t know. I think after a rest and a holiday I 
can think about what to do.” 

With the factory Ducati team in such dire 
straits it is hard to see any scope for improve¬ 
ment for Capirossi on the leased GPU before 
the end of the season so the biggest choice 
he may have to make is whether to stick it out 
to Valencia and risk further injury or bow out 
now with his health intact. 





BRIDGESTONE BOW 
TO PRESSURE 


ROSSI SET TO DITCH 
NEW DUCATI 


D ucati’s plan to resolve Valentino Rossi’s 
Desmosedici woes by bringing forward de¬ 
velopment of next year’s bike have spectacu¬ 
larly backfired, with the GP11.1 - essentially an 
early prototype of the GP12 but with an 800cc 
engine - performing no better than their cur¬ 
rent machine. 

Rossi’s comments that he is riding just as hard 
for sixth and seventh place as he ever has for 
wins were backed up by another crash at Sach- 
senring and now the Italian is considering send¬ 


ing the new bike to the scrapyard as he aims 
to salvage the ruins of what is turning into his 
worst ever season. 

The rider was locked in meetings with his team 
late on Sunday night deciding which version 
of the Desmosedici to run at Laguna Seca this 
weekend but their biggest problem right now 
is whether to press ahead with their current 
plans for the GP12 and risk another disastrous 
season or start again from scratch while there 
is still time. 




MOTEGI MISERY... 


By Matthew Roberts 


i I will not go.’ Casey Stoner’s stance on the 
I sensitive matter of whether the Grand Prix 
of Japan should be held amidst fears of on¬ 
going radiation problems could not have been 
made clearer. 

In Saturday evening’s front row press confer¬ 
ence at Sachsenring Jorge Lorenzo and Dani 
Pedrosa also publicly stated their intention to 
stay at home whilst it appears the remainder 
of the grid, excluding Hiroshi Aoyama, were in 
agreement at a meeting of the MotoGP Safety 
Commission over the weekend in Germany. 

The riders are, of course, perfectly entitled to 
their opinion and to prioritise their own safety 
as they see fit. However, it is an approach I, 
and many others who are also being paid to 
travel to and work in Japan, find astounding 
- for the simple reason that it appears to be 
based on gut feeling without full consideration 
of the facts. 

Some weeks ago the riders requested an in¬ 
dependent investigation into the exact levels 
of radiation at Motegi, which Dorna agreed to 
and paid for to the reported tune of around 
100,000. The first results of that investigation 
will be returned this weekend at Laguna Seca 
with the definitive report due to be handed in 
on the 31st July. However, the riders now say 
they are not travelling to Japan regardless of 
the results. 

Carmelo Ezpeleta, CEO of MotoGP rights hold¬ 
ers Dorna, maintains that a decision will not 
be made about Motegi until the outcome of the 
report is revealed, although it is easy to predict 
what that outcome will be. 

According to the US Department of State the 
situation at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
plant remains ‘serious and dynamic’ although 
they confirm that ‘the health and safety risks 


to land areas which are outside a 50-mile 
radius of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power 
plant are low and do not pose significant risks 
to U.S. Citizens.’ 

The UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
advises ‘against all travel to within a 60km (37 
miles) radius of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
facility with the exception of transit through 
the area.’ Their report adds: ‘The situation 
in Japan outside of these specific areas has 
largely returned to normal.’ 

Motegi lies 85 miles from Fukushima. 

Quite aside from financial or emotional impli¬ 
cations, as well as the accusations of hypocrisy 
over their support of the humanitarian efforts 
currently underway in Japan, it is a casual 
disregard for information from the riders that I 
find most surprising. 

If they have genuine reasons not to trust the 
imminent findings of the independent report 
or the advice of their own governments that is 
their prerogative. 

However, their employers, their fans, the race 
organisers, the Japanese people in general and 
the rest of us making a living from this busi¬ 
ness deserve a plausible explanation. 







CLASSIFICATION & 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Dani Pedrosa, SPA 

Honda 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

3 

Casey Stoner, AUS 

Honda 

4 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

Honda 

5 

Ben Spies, USA 

Yamaha 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 9 of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Casey Stoner 

168 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo 

153 

3 

Andrea Dovizioso 

132 

4 

Valentino Rossi 

098 

5 

Dani Pedrosa 

094 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Suter 

2 

Stefan Bradl, GER 

Kalex 

3 

Alex De Angelis, RSM 

Motobi 

4 

Randy Krummenacher, SWI 

Kalex 

5 

Thomas Luthi, SUI 

Suter 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 9 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Stefan Bradl 

167 

2 

Marc Marquez 

120 

3 

Simone Corsi 

084 

4 

Alex De Angelis 

082 

5 

Bradley Smith 

079 


125cc RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Hector Faubel, SPA 

Aprilia 

2 

Johan Zarco, FRA 

Derbi 

3 

Maverick Vinales, SPA 

Aprilia 

4 

Nico Terol, SPA 

Aprilia 

5 

Luis Salom, SPA 

Aprilia 


125cc CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 9 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Nico Terol 

166 

2 

Johan Zarco 

134 

3 

Maverick Vinales 

122 

4 

Jonas Folger 

110 

5 

Sandro Cortese 

106 
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DANCING WITH THE DIAVEL 

By Matthew Roberts 


B y the time this weekend is over we will 
have had six MotoGP races in just eight 
weekends, a gruelling schedule for everybody 
who works in the paddock and one that leaves 
you with very little personal free time in be¬ 
tween races. What little time I have had has 
been spent on two wheels and that’s the way I 
plan to keep it over the short summer holiday 
period! 

Last week I picked up a Ducati Diavel for a 
test ride. Having ridden it recently on track at 
Silverstone and been blown away by its power 
and handling, I couldn’t wait to get it out on 
the roads. If you have seen the radical looking 
Diavel I know what you’re thinking: power yes, 
but handling? 

Many more venerable bike testers than myself 
have struggled to adequately categorise this 
meanest of machines and I can understand 
why. It is not a cruiser, it’s not just a muscle 
bike, it’s definitely not a sports bike... so what 
is it? Let me tell you, it is all of the above. The 
sophisticated electronic dash of the Diavel 
show three different engine maps: touring, 
urban and sport... and you quickly learn that 
none of them are for show. 

With a maximum of 162hp available and a one- 
off 240/45 sized rear tyre you have all the power 
and traction you need in a straight line but with 
the majority of its 210kg weight thrown largely 
over the front and just 28° rake on the front 
forks, in tandem with all of the useable bottom 
end grunt characteristic of an 1198 twin, the bike 
turns with remarkable agility at low speed and 
with a growl to make a grown man giggle. 


I had the Diavel for the day so set out at 9am 
to make good use of some rare British sum¬ 
mer sunshine. As the morning wore on the 
sun kept shining and I kept riding, seeking out 
some of our country’s most famously chal¬ 
lenging biker roads like the Cat & Fiddle A537 
from Buxton to Macclesfield and the Horse¬ 
shoe Pass A542 to Llangollen. 

By 4pm I was deep in the heart of North 
Wales, over 100 miles from home by the 
quickest route and with an appointment to 
keep at 6pm. A quick blast up the M6 and 
M62 motorways proved an entirely different 
challenge to the twisty country lanes I had 
spent the day on but the Diavel was equally 
adept, with its comfortable upright riding posi¬ 
tion and the power to comfortably manage a 
safe spot on the road. 

Not a cruiser, muscle or 
sportbike. So what is it? 

Hopefully my full day in the saddle should 
prove good training for a challenge I have 
taken on in late October, when I will be riding 
from London to Valencia for the final round of 
the MotoGP season with the English actor Dan¬ 
ny John Jules and a couple of mates on Yamaha 
Rls in aid of Riders for Health. The next phase 
of my preparation will be getting used to the Rl 
with the California Superbike School at Silver- 
stone in a couple of weeks. I’ll tell you about it 
in my next blog but you can follow our progress 
throughout at www.motoadventures.co.uk 














Chad Reed took a seventh 
moto win from thirteen at 
the first time of asking. We 
know what happend next 


I t had rained like hell the Friday before Mill¬ 
ville, softening the ground a ton, and it was 
even sprinkling a bit during practice in the 
morning; the end result was a track that was 
very one-lined, and if you got too far out of 
that line, you ran into some very soft dirt and 
would lose a lot of momentum. 


Chad Reed knew he had to get out front and 
things would be okay. In the first moto, he did 
just that, and he had Ryan Dungey breathing 
down his neck for most of the moto; but Dun¬ 
gey could do nothing with Reed because there 
weren’t any good places to pass. 






Ryan Villopoto was more 
consistent at Spring Creek that 
he’d been at RedBud. He is only 
six points away from Reed with 
five rounds to go 




Reed’s notorious for how much he sweats inside 
his goggles and he made a bobble in the first 
moto - it was very, very hot and humid out 
there - and the small blow he took to the head 
while saving it made the sweat splash all over 
the inside of his eyewear, so he had to throw 
them off because he couldn’t see. Luckily due 
to the nature of the track, and Dungey’s inability 


to make a clean overtaking move it didn’t affect 
Reed too much to race without goggles. He just 
had to stay out of lapper roost. 

Late in the moto, Dungey tried a final effort to 
get around Reed through the famous Millville 
Sand Whoops, but when he got off the main 
line, he hit the soft stuff and nearly went over 






the bars. Dungey veered off track to save it and the first lap for the lead, then only three turns 
that was the cushion Reed needed. later got what looked like a little bit of head- 

In the second moto, Ryan Villopoto got the hole- shake, and the resulting crash was probably the 
shot, and usually that means Villopoto is going most spectacular crash I’ve ever seen, 
to sprint away with the win. Reed always says 

that he doesn’t have the ‘early sprint’ the young Villopoto nearly went down from watching Reed 
guys have when they get out front but he says but he took over the lead and then had to deal 

he’s been working on it. He passed Villopoto on with Dungey for the rest of the moto. Late on, 








The Empire. Two of the three 
Pro Circuit riders that swept 
the 250 podium pictufed^Pe 
with Mitch Payton; Baggett left 
and winner Rattray right 


Dungey made a move to the inside - like I said, the 
track was one-lined - that surprised Villopoto, and 
Villopoto was forced to check-up. When he did, he 
stuck his front wheel in a berm and went over the 
bars. Dungey went 2-1 for the win and Villopoto went 

3- 2 for second. Trey Canard, in his first-ever 450 
national, went 5-3 for third in front of Mike Alessi’s 

4- 4 and Chad Reed’s impressive 1-14 for fifth. 


Reed scored seven points after a crash that easily 
could’ve ended his career and he now leads Vil¬ 
lopoto in the title chase by six points. Had Reed 
dropped out of the moto, Villopoto would be the 
points leader. Reed knows how to win titles. Dungey 
is only one point further back. With five rounds left, 
and only seven points separating the top three, that 
might as well be a tie. It’s on. 







Magnificent first race back from 
a leg break (and first 450 ride 
period) for Trey Canard who 
picked up third position 










Dungey (reportedly 
heading for a KTM ride 
in 2012) gives chase. 
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CUNNINGHAM PUTTING 
IT TOGETHER 


K yle Cunningham has been fast all year long, 
indoors and out, but his consistency has 
been lacking. Lately, though, he’s been keeping 
things together for entire motos and putting in 
some strong overall finishes. At Millville, he got 
two holeshots in a row on his DNA Shred Stix/ 
Star Racing Yamaha and was only passed by 
the three guys who have won everything in the 
250 class outdoors this year - Dean Wilson, 


Tyla Rattray and Blake Baggett. Yamaha held 
a press conference at Hangtown announcing 
they would be re-signing Cunningham and Ryan 
Sipes but Cunningham was spotted talking to 
the guys at the Rockstar Energy Suzuki team at 
Millville. Rumor has it he only has a letter of in¬ 
tent, and if he’s talking to other teams, perhaps 
things aren’t moving along as quickly as he’d 
like with the Yamaha squad. We’ll see... 








BAG LUCK 

B lake Baggett has been, by far, the fastest 
racer in the 250 class this year outdoors, 
winning four of the first six rounds, but on the 
off weekend - which is supposed to provide 
rest and relaxation for the racers - Baggett 
had a big crash and dislocated his left col¬ 
larbone. He got it put back into place but 


it’s still understandably very sore and late 
in the motos at Millville, his arm would go 
numb and he’d have trouble hanging on. Still, 
he went out and put in a 3-3 score for third 
overall. With another week of rest leading up to 
Washougal, he could be a threat to win again 
very shortly. 






■ ■ ■ By Steve Cox 


THE CLOSEST CALL 


I was standing on the straightaway after the 
start of the second moto getting ready to 
shoot the second big jump on the back section 
at Millville from a distance, aiming to get some 
group shots of the 450 class on the first lap 
of the race. So I was watching for the guys to 
come over the first big one on the straightaway 
before I picked the camera up to my eye to 
start capturing the second jump. 

And then, I saw the first racer come into view 
without his motorcycle, forty feet off the ground. 
Something had gone terribly wrong with Chad 
Reed, and the resulting crash had me so 
stunned that I completely forgot about taking 
pictures. I literally thought I just saw his season 
end, at minimum, and more likely I thought his 
career was over. Falling from that height he had 
to have a broken leg(s), broken back, or even be 
paralyzed, if not something worse. 

But then, maybe 90 seconds later, I see his 
helmet pop up from behind the grassy hill, see 


him remount his CRF450R, and take off. 

I was ecstatic but dumbfounded. The guy 
flat out got lucky. And the thing is, the day 
before the race it rained so hard that racing 
semis were getting stuck in the pits just try¬ 
ing to park, and that helped Reed’s case. He 
landed on the side of the jump, which was a 
grassy hillside. He landed on the downside 
of the grassy area and it was like a giant pil¬ 
low because of the rain. That’s not to say that 
it didn’t hurt, because it had to hurt like hell, 
but it was much easier on his body than it 
would’ve been. 

In the end, Reed got the wind knocked out of 
him and hit his head. That was the extent of 
his injuries. But he was able to recover, finish 
the moto, and retain the series points lead. 

He’s already becoming a legend for what he 
has been able to do in his career, including this 
year’s effort with his own team but this is mak¬ 
ing him seem almost super-human. I wonder if 
his competition is seeing it like that too... 




AMA-MX CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


AMA 450 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Ryan Dungey, USA 

Suzuki 

2 

Ryan Villopoto, USA 

Kawasaki 

3 

Trey Canard, USA 

Honda 

4 

Mike Alessi, USA 

Yamaha 

5 

Chad Reed, USA 

Honda 


AMA 250 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Tyla Rattray, RSA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Dean Wilson, GBR 

Kawasaki 

3 

Blake Baggett, USA 

Kawasaki 

4 

Kyle Cunningham, USA 

Yamaha 

5 

Alex Martin, USA 

Honda 


AMA 450 STANDINGS 

(AFTER 7 OF 12 ROUNDS) 


Riders 

Points 


1 

2 

£ 

4 

5 


Chad Reed 
Ryan Villopoto 
Ryan Dungey 
Brett Metcalfe 


300 

294 

293 

209 

193 


AMA 250 STANDINGS 

(AFTER 7 OF 12 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Dean Wilson 

305 

2 

Tyla Rattray 

289 

3 

Blake Baggett 

284 

4 

Kyle Cunningham 

199 

5 

Eli Tomac 

190 


Kevin Windham 
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TREY BACK IN THE GROOVE 

By Steve Cox 



onda’s Trey Canard is the essence of 
motocross. He’s had a few injuries in his 
career which ironically have probably helped 
keep him fresh and motivated to race because 
it seems the only vacations AMA racers come- 
by are when they’re injured, but I had dinner 
with Canard the night before the Millville Na¬ 
tional, where he was set to make his return to 
action, and he was downright giddy. 

The fact is that the guy just loves to race. 
Period. He loves his dirt bike, and he loves 
competition. He’s a ginger after all. It seems 
to run in their DNA. 

After he fractured his femur testing for the 
AMA Nationals, I heard from multitude of peo¬ 
ple - including some from other teams who 
had a stopwatch on Canard - that he was flat- 
out hauling ass at the California MX tracks. 
Some people even mentioned that they hadn’t 
seen anyone attack a motocross track like that 
since Ricky Carmichael. When people invoke 
The GOAT’s name, that’s something. 

Reed even told me after Hangtown that the 
reason he had enough confidence in his fac¬ 
tory Honda for the outdoors to commit to the 
entire series after riding the bike only one 
time was that he knew how fast Trey was go¬ 
ing and he felt confident in Trey’s set-up. 

In a lot of ways, Reed’s points lead in the 450 
class is thanks to Trey Canard. 


Canard made his presence known right away at 
Millville. After practice, he was the top qualifier. 
That’s saying something when his competition 
have been building their qualifying and race 
pace all year long and he just stepped off the 
couch. Canard was a half-second faster than 
local boy Ryan Dungey, a second faster than 
points leader Chad Reed, and almost three full 
seconds faster than Ryan Villopoto. 

Then, in moto one, he stuck right with the 
Reed/Dungey freight train out front for the 
first four laps, but he fell and ended up fifth. 

While he doesn’t have the pace for a whole 
moto just yet, he has sent notice that he does 
have the speed of the top three and he’s the 
only guy on the track that does. As he gets his 
racing shape back together he’s going to be a 
threat. And he could either end up helping his 
quasi-team-mate Chad Reed or hurting him. 
Only time will tell. 
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LAND OF THE RISING STAR 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 


I don’t think I ever been more wrong in my 
judgement of a grand prix rider when it 
comes to Steven Frossard. 

Perhaps it was his slow evolution at world 
championship level (one win in four years) 
compared to other countrymen, patchy and 
aggressive form in the MX2 class and stand¬ 
offish demeanour with a basic level of English 
that cast the Frenchman from Lyon as one of 
the few ‘outsiders’ in what is an entirely acces¬ 
sible paddock community. 

When he signed to ride a factory Monster En¬ 
ergy Yamaha for his first season in the premier 
MX1 class in 2011 I believed it was a case of 
selecting a typical ‘second rider’ to back-up 
David Philippaerts. 

In actual fact he has surpassed expectation in 
practically every way. 

When I first interviewed him at a pre-season 
international in February he claimed that he 
knew already three years previously that the 
larger and more powerful 450cc motorcycle 
was a more effective weapon on a grand prix 
track for his style and preference. It seemed 
a hopeful statement but he won that day in 
France, picked up the Italian MX1 title a few 
weeks later and then blitzed the field in his 
first GP moto in Bulgaria. A red plate, two 
overall victories (one memorably on home turf 


at St Jean D’Angely which virtually rubber- 
stamped his place on the French Motocross of 
Nations team) and five podiums to-date and 
Frossard is France’s Grand Prix star in a gen¬ 
eration where the country has evolved as a 
great power in the sport. And all in spite of an 
injured hand that simply won’t heal due to the 
hectic race schedule. 


Off the bike I’ve come to appreciate the 24 
year old’s wit, his honest appraisal of coming 
out of his shell in the past two years and his 
complete indifference to the trivialities that 
surround the sport. Often unshaven, serious 
and wholly compliant to work with, Frossard 
simply gets on with the job. 

On the 2011 Yamaha photoshoot, fully kitted- 
up in riding gear and boots, he disappeared 
for five minutes while shots were being set-up 
with his team-mates in a deserted industrial 
building and emerged riding an rust-laden old 
bicycle without any tyres and made a few laps 
of the venue for everyone’s entertainment. Be¬ 
hind the steely exterior there is a sense of fun. 

Frossard is rapidly learning the art of lengthy 
feature interviews in a second language and 
will need to if his ascension continues as it has 
in 2011 where he has shown no fear and strong 
traces of the combative spirit that was some¬ 
times his downfall in the MX2 class.... 



Earlier this year you became the first French 
rider to head the Ml standings since Mickael 
Pichon six years ago. You also won your home 
GP, which was your first in MX1. How do you 
feel about your rise as the fresh star of French 
motocross? 

For me it is the same! I try to have fun in the 
race and in training and keep that feeling when 
it comes to a Grand Prix. Now, I think it is not 
like before where I was taking everything too se¬ 
riously and just thinking about the next training 
session. I was thinking about motocross all the 
time and I don’t think it was helping my racing. 

You must enjoy seeing yourself more in the 
public eye...getting more recognition for your 
effort? 

It is cool to see and I like it but it adds more 
pressure. It sounds obvious but when you don’t 
make a result then you are not ‘there’, but if 
you do well then suddenly everyone wants to 
speak with you. It wasn’t really like this for me 
before. I like the media work. It can get a bit 
too much sometimes but it is nice. Motocross 
is a big part of my life but it is not all of my life. 
There are no big ‘signs’ that I race motocross 
at my home. I’ll do a barbeque during the week 
with my friends or family there and I try to keep 
motocross talk to a minimum! 

Do you like your home city of Lyon? 

I love where I live. I have friends from school 
and also from other sports like jet-ski and BMX 
and I enjoy being at home. 

A few years ago it seemed you were being 
eclipsed by other French riders like Musquin, 


Paulin and even young ones like Teillet. How 
did you feel about that? 

It was a bit difficult for me. Every time I opened 
Motoverte or another magazine it was only about 
Musquin or Paulin and I was a little bit disappoint¬ 
ed. It is not a priority for me to be in the press but 
it is good for the sponsors and it is part of the job. 
I think the team has been important for the recent 
success but I have known for two or three years 
that I could be fast on the 450. 

You had to develop your speed in the sand be¬ 
cause you had a bad rep there for a while... 

For the sand I think the bike was too important 
in MX2. I have got better and I know I can make 
a good result in the sand but if you don’t have 
a good bike then you wont make the top three. I 
don’t have that problem now with the Yamaha. 

Before this season and the last it was pretty hard 
for the international press to deal with you... 

Yes, I was pretty closed off. 

Why? 

I’m a shy person. In my first year in the Grands 
Prix I didn’t know anyone and my English was 
not so good. I moved teams and I felt more 
comfortable with meeting people. Maybe be¬ 
cause of my results I am more confident; I don’t 
know. I think speaking English is very important 
for the press side of the job and to make a pro¬ 
file. It is difficult to learn English in France. You 
think it is not important and you won’t need it, 
which of course is untrue, especially with a ca¬ 
reer like this. In Germany, Belgium and Holland 
I think having the TV in English helps the young 
people a lot to improve their level. 
















It seems a lot of French riders talk about their was young - seven or eight years old - and it 

desire to conquer Supercross and the AMA was like a dream for me to come here, 

scene but you have never spoken much about 

that. It seems to have endeared you to Grand Are you a funny guy? 

Prix followers even more. What’s your view? Yeah! When I am around my friends or people I 

I like riding supercross but in France or Europe know I like to have fun and joke around. At the 

generally it is difficult because there are not race I obviously have to be focussed and we 

many good tracks. It is something that you only really get a chance to relax on Friday or 

need to train for a lot because it can be dan- Friday night, 
gerous. I want to be MX1 champion. If I think 

about the USA then I would like to try some St Jean must have been a career highlight... 

races one day but I think it would be difficult to It was crazy...but I am waiting and hoping for 

live there. I cannot do the Californian lifestyle. the highlight of my season at Lommel. People 

It is really good for me to be in the team I have say I am not a sand rider but I am ready to 

at the moment. I watched a lot of GPs when I prove them wrong. 




GRAND PRIX OF GERMANY 

TEUTSCHENTHAL ■ JULY 10TH 

MX1 winner: Evgeny Bobryshev, Honda 
MX2 winner: Ken Roczen, KTM 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 





T hirty-one years and nine rounds into the FIM 
Motocross World Championship a Russian 
once again stood on top of a Grand Prix podium. 
Three days of exhaustive testing in Belgium 
meant that the factory Honda World Motocross 
Team went to the undulating hard-pack of 
Teutschenthal with their tails-up. 


Evgeny Bobryshev burned more than twenty- 
five litres of fuel a day as the team - backed by 
technicians from Japan - put their works CR- 
F450R through the mill in terms of suspension 
and chassis settings. It was an intensive period 
of work for the Italian crew who had only five 
days in between the Swedish Grand Prix and 
the trip to Germany. 


Bobryshev showed no signs of fatigue (it is unu¬ 
sual for a GP rider to get out on the track more 
than once or twice with back-to-back events) 
and his positive - and essential - starts were 
the ideal compliment to his unforgiving attack 
of the spectator-lined circuit. 


Bobryshev’s achievement did a decent job of 
stealing the headlines from Ken Roczen who 
weathered more media attention and pressure 
at his home event that perhaps any other rider 
since the heady days of Stefan Everts. Even the 
drama of a first lap crash in the second race was 
not enough to elevate MX2 to the opening para¬ 
graphs. Roczen may have won his third grand 
prix in a row but the category was more ‘open’ 
than usual with Gautier Paulin also taking an 
overdue chequered flag. 





New engine upgrades for the 
prototype fuel injected YZ250FM 
helped Gautier Paulin take his and 
Yamaha’s first moto win of the year 












Cairoli risked the wrath 
of the public by passing 
Nagl and setting'off after 
■Bobryshev 















The darling of the crowd 
but Germany was hard 
work on and off the bike for 
seventeen year old Roczen 







GERMANY GOES MAD 
FOR MOTOCROSS 


A part from seeing Evgeny Bobryshev winning 
his first Grand Prix in thrilling fashion (the 
sensational finish was also highly attributable to 
world champion Tony Cairoli and his relentless 
pursuit) the most startling thing about the Ger¬ 
man round of the series was the volume of peo¬ 
ple. Starved of any off-road motorcycling success 
since Pit Beirer hammered his 250cc two-stroke 
around the GP tracks of the 1990s, Max Nagl 
had begun the revival of interest since his prom¬ 
ising move into MX1 several years before. 

With Ken Roczen’s victory at Teutschenthal in 
what was just his fifth grand prix in 2009 the 
German love affair with motocross has been an 
outpouring of passion with reportedly inflated 
crowds for the MX Master national champion¬ 
ship and high-profile participation from the 
ADAC company. It’s little wonder that the MSC 
Teutschental club were hankering after the 


Motocross of Nations and duly formed up in 
a press conference on Sunday morning to ink 
a contract meaning the former season-ending 
event will visit France, Belgium and Germany in 
the next three years; three of the ‘powerhouses’ 
of European motocross. 

The throng packed into parts of the Talkessel 
venue where I’d never seen spectators watch¬ 
ing before and coupled with the dispute for 
the win in MX1 and Roczen’s drive and peaking 
popularity the tangible atmosphere created the 
best event of the season so far. 

Round nine certainly sets the benchmark for 
the upcoming British Grand Prix even if the 
last meeting at Matterley, the 2006 Motocross 
of Nations, boasted an equally heaving attend¬ 
ance and remains one of the more memorable 
races in the last twenty years. 





Mit Sicfcerheit mehr erreichen. 


Tehr MrjKhen 


fur HbIIc und don SBstekrois, 
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CLASSIFICATION (ROUND 9 OF 15) 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Ken Roczen, GER 

KTM 

2 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Yamaha 

3 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 

4 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

5 

Arnaud Tonus, SUI 

Yamaha 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Evgeny Bobryshev, RUS 

Honda 

2 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

3 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

4 

Rui Goncalves, POR 

Honda 

5 

Max Nagl, GER 

KTM 
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‘On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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